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| A PREPARATIVE 
D E R M O N), 
TO THE LORDS TABLE, 


| preached by the Reverend Mr. 
| John Forbes , Paſtour to the 
| 
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But let a man examine himſelfe,aud (# 
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A PREPARATIYVYE 3; 


SERMON, 


| TO THE LORDS 
TABLE, 


lohn 6. Verſ.27, 
| Labony not for the meat , vvhich peri- 


| ſheth, but for that meat wuhich en- 
dureth,unto euerlaſting liſe, Which 
theSonne of man ſhall giue vnto you, 
for him hath God the Father ſealed. 
A mites, there 1s nOt any one, 
which more grieues theLord 
[Icſus, and vyhich doth make him 
more to be offended vvith ys, then 
vyhen vveabuſe, either himſelfe, or 


his bleſſed ordinances to peruerſe 
ends: therfore of all things vyhere- 


Monge our manifold enor= 
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4. A Preparatine Sermss, 


{elues,this is one of the chicfeſt, leaft 


in ſhevve of ſecking atier Chriſt, & 


in comming to his holy ordinances, ! 


vve thereby increaſe our guiltines,8& 


prouoke the Lord to yvrath, and i in- 


dignation againſt vs. 


ments the Corinthians did bring 
vpon themſclues , for not cating the; 
Lords ſupper, as they ought. For 
v\hich abuſe of that holy ordinan- 
ce,” the Lord plagued them, vvith 
ſundry Giſcaſes, and ſickneſles , and 
diverſe kinds of deaths : {o zealous is 
the Lord , of keeping his holy ordi- 
nances , from the abule, & contempt! 
of men, See 1.Cor chap. 11. 
V Vee are not iguorant allo of the! 

ſcueritie vſed by God ,againſt Nadab, 
and Ab;hy, the Soine of Aaron for 
Offring of rang fare before theLord, 
Tel conjuming them both yvith fite 
that; 
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V Ve knovv yyhat fearefull indg., 
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To the Lords Table. 5 
that came out from the Lord, ſee 
Lenit, 10. 

The like example haue yyce of the 
teſtimonie of Gods anger, againſt 


| Vzza) (as example to all them , that 


vſe not the holy things of Godaright 
nor reſpe&fully)vvho preſuming co- 


| trarie-to the ordinance of God, to 


touch the Arke. Though vpo a good 


x| zcalcyto ſtay it vvhen hedidſee itlike 


| tofall, yvas ſtracken to ceath by the 
hk | Lord. 


d 
'$ 


Let vs remember vyhat the Lord 
did to king Vzzas, forattempting to 
enter in to the ſanttuary, toofier in«- 


| cenle defore the Lord, vvhich belon- 


ged only tothe Prieſt to doe, in fri- 
king him vvith a leaproſie all the 

daics of his life , 2.Chro. cap. 26. | 
Annanias and Saphirah are docu- 
ments to this day of the Loids lo1c 
diſpleaſure againft all thoſe , vvho 
A 3 Pre- 


6 A Preparatine Sermon, 
pretending faith, loue, and zeale, and | 
libcralitic to Chriſt, and his Church, ' 
dealt hipocriticallie vvith counterfeit | 
ſheyvye , and not trulie vvith God,in 
any thing, concerning his yyorſhip, 
his glory, his ordinances,and hisobe- 
dience.yvho both of them yvere pu- 
nit hed by acath, for dealing fallelie 
vyith the Lord, in their prophane, & 
counterfeite {heyvec,of imitating the 
- charitable liberalitic ofthe Pr:mitiue 
Churches , in ſelling their poſſeſli- 
ons, and bringing the price there- 
otrothe Apolilesfect , for the ſup. | 
port of thoſe that did vyvant, See 
Adt.s, | 1} 
All theſe do let vs ſee,thattheLord | 
can not abille, that any man ſhould | r 
prophane, any of his holy ordinaces, | y 
or for any by-pretece to make ſhevv, | © 
of zeale ro his glorie, or deſire of his | d 
holy thipgs : it is not poſlible , Pins Ti 
ace 
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fo the Lords Table. 7 
hee f hould ſuffer vs to goc long yn- 
| puniſhed, if yve doe not ſferne him 
| lin all his ordinances vvith {inceere, 
, | & vpright hearts. The truth yvhereof 
| {is confirmed by this Hiſtorie : For 
theſe levyes comming vnto Chriſt, 
did make a great ſhevye, anddclire, 
{to enjoy the bleſſed tellovvſhip, and 
| | communion of the Sonne of God: 
| & yet Chriſt is diſpleaſed vvith them, 
' | becauſe they ſought him not vvith {| 
ypright hearts: therfore haning chec- 
ked, and reproued them, in mani- |} 
feſting, and opening the poyſon of | 
| hypocrite, which was in their hcarts, 
[inthe preceding yerſe of this chap- 
| | ter: In this verſe vyhich vve haue 
| | Novy rcad,, heelaboureth to cure by | 
| | vwholeſome medecine, the ſicknes | 
of their ſoule, if -oſſible the perucrſe 
 diſpolition of their hearts Could be 
reformed, 
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8 A Preparatine Sermon, 

The euill that he reproues in 
them is this, that they ſought not |. 
af;cr Chriſt aripht : becauſe they did |: 
not ſet betore themletues, the right | 

'vſcof Chriſt in comming ynto him. |« 
They thould hauec ſought after him, |: 
firſt, and principallic , for {pirituall |; 
things , tending to the vyclfare of |: 
their ſoules , bur they ſought after |; 


him for nothing but the foode of 
their bodies, aad the vvelfare of this 
their tanſitorie life : therefore Chriſt 
” 31s0ffendedat them,& fo hecisvviik |; 
all others , vyho follovving their |- 
# footſteps, come vato nim, or  hisor- 
dinatices5 in the like manner. 


} 
Novv to remcdie this euill, the ; 
| Sonneot God, labourstogiueihem | 
' ſome wvholelome inftruction , in | f 
16 
FC 


| which,thelc poin: $are to be marked. | 
| Firſt, /Yhat it is that he enioynes them | 
| 1? ouhichis v0 labour, Secondly, For | 

wha | 
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To the Lords Table, © 
&vhat he vuill hane then 16 labaur,e7 
that is for ſpirituall things, namely, 


| the meate of their ſoules , and the food 


of eternal life. Thirdly, wwvee hane 70 


| conſider , the of norte onto this, by 


remouing the hindrances hereof , in 
repreſsing the lone of the wyorld in 
mens hearts. Commanding them not to 
labour for that meate which periſheth, 
Fourthly,vve hane heere ſet downe by 
Chriſt ,an information, an inſiruction 
uuhere to finde this bread of life , ſince 
#t vuere in waine to labour forit , if 
vve knew not vohere to find it. There- 


fore hee tells them the Sonne of mas 
ſhall give it unto them. Fifthly , Here 
| 2x ſer dewne an argument, or reaſon of 


eonfirmation 10 make this good, and to 
ecnre the ſonle of him, that ſeeks this 


l bread of life from Chri#t, that Chriſt 3s 


able , yea not only able , but alſo vwil- 
ling, and ready io gine it unto ther?, 
A «< and. 
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ſealea. 


ſhall not eate : that man therefore 


that vvill take no paines for it, for 
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10 A Prepavatine Sermoy, 
and that is fet dovune in theſe 
wwvords, for bim hath God the Father 


Firſt then let vs ſpeake of the ex- 
hortation vvhich is to labour for 
that meat, vynich endureth to cter- 
nall life. Pe Ih 

By this exhortation vye ſee mani- 
feſily, that it neuer vyas the purpoſe, 
nor mind of God, ſince the yyorld 
beganne, that men ſhould feede on 
any meat, cither corporall, or (pitt- 
tall, yvithout labour , and pains ta- 
king for it: you knovy, that lavye © 
the Apoſtle to the The. the ſecond 
T piit. z.chap. ver. 10. If there be any 
that will not vvorke , the ſame man 


{hail ncuer be vyorthie of heaven, 


5, J,Þ 


if it be Gods vvill, that vvee { hould| t 
labour ,if yve yyould cnioy the food { 
OL 


J; 
f 


g 


rey 


of our bodies:it muſt needs be much 
more. his yvill , that yvec ſhould 
hbour for the food of our ſoules, 
It is therefore in vaine for men cucr 
to looke to be made pertakers of the 


ſupper of the lambe, and bread of 


heauen, if they yvill take no paincs 
for it , there is an neceſlitic layd 
ypon vs to labour, for the focd, 
both of ſoule, and bodie : it is no 
flothfull, nor careles man that God 
vvill feed : ſuch men therefore as 
thinke , to goe, to heauen {lee- 
ping ,' Vyithout ſecking after hea- 
uen, and doe hope to haue Chriſt 
brought*vnto them , vvhile they 
reft in their beds, and vvill not doe 


| ſomuch, astorile , and let him in, 
| yvhen he calles, and knocks atitheir 
| doores, and looke to be fed vyih 


the food of Angels, and yet yvill not 
ſtir hand , nor foote to Jabour for it, 
I tay 


To the Lords Table. 2-1 Lil 


d _ 9 - . —— 
4.2 Eee Es I | 


l 
SL 1 


" aq 


—— —_— 


l iz A Preparative Sermon, 
|| 1 fayſuch men can never expedt, to 
|| Haue it from God. VVe knovy it 
| ſufficicatly, rhat it is Gods vvill, and 
ordinance, that touching this tem- 
|, porall lie), a man ſhould cate his 
)' breadinthe fyveat of his broyves, & 
i yve doe vvillingly vndergoe paine, & 
labour for it: But here is all our fave, 
that hovviocuer vve be buficd , and 
paincd for temporall things, belon- 
ging to thislife: 3et vye haue nceicher 
heart nor mind to take any paines for 
ſpitituall things, And this is one of 
the greateſt finnes of this miſerable 
age, vihere in men are (odiligenr, 6 
laborious, for the things of this life, | 


ligent in things concerning etcroall] 
fe. V Ve!l this vve fay, (& char truly). 
the greater diligence men vic, & the ' 
marc paincs the y take about vvorld- | 
ly buſi. .clles: thegreater ſhalbethere | 
coaviftion, , 


and yet [0 carcles, & niſcrablie neg- | 
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more terrible, in the daie of Chriſt 


his appearing:lf they hauc not beene 


much more pain/ull about ſpirituall 


things, vvhich do concerne cternall 
life, V Ve ſhall heate here after vyhat 


need vvye hane to vveane our ſelues 
from the cares of this vvorld, and of 
earthiy things:becauſe it is the maine 
hinderance, and let, of our cate, and 
ſolicicude for heauenly things , and 
theretore it muſt be firſt rooted out 
of the heart, before the heart can be 
ſet as it ought vpon (pirituall things, 

But novv ler vs conſider vyhar is 
coprehended ynder this wordLabear, 
and yvhat are the things, that the 
Son of God requires of vs,tobe done 
for the attaining to this bread of life, 
Chrilt himſ:1t here after in the ſame 


- | Chapter { hevves this, in anfvvering 
c | the Ievyes queſtion , yyhen they 
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4 A Preparative Sernidn,' 
|! aſked him , vvha? ſhall wve doe, that | 
| vvemaye worke the wvorkes of God? | 
\, eflusanfvvered,and faid vnto them, | 
! #hisis the vvorke of God, that you be- | 
 leeneinhim,uvhbom he hath ſent, heere | 
in ſteed of all yvorkes, Chriſt places |: 
but one, and that is the vvorke of | : 
belceuing:a yvorke not of the hand, | + 
nor of the body , but avvorke of the | « 
heart. For as a man mult haue a | ' 
mouing hand, & a ſtirring body, in | | 

_ the bulines that bel6gs to this world: | | 
ſo for obtaying of ſpiritual bleſſings, | 1 
he muſt haue a ſlirring , anda belee- | 1 
ning heart: his heart muſt vyyorke by | « 
taith, if cuer he thinke to kaucany || 1 
ſpirituall bleſſing from God: for it is | 1 
by faith'alone, that vve draw all good | { 
c 

] 

c 

{ 


things from God in heauen, and by | 
faith alone it is, that vye render to ; 
God any thir;g , thar can be acceptas | 
ble ynto him, for all though in the 


Scriptures, | 


J 
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To the Lords Table, 15 
Scriptures, our aftions are attributed 
toloue: yet rhey are in this lite more 
properlie attributed to faith : ſeing 
that faith vworks by lone : and foloue 
being but the inſtrument of faith, 
and that by vyhich faith vvorketh: 
and this is the reaſon vvhy all the 
doings, and ſuftrings of the children 
of God, are attribured ynto faith, as 
you may ſec in the 11. of the Lev. 
for the vyhole operation of a ſpiri- 
tuall man, conſiſts maynly in the 
vvork of belceuing, vvithout which, 
vve ſhall never recciue ought from 
God, that is ablc to fave our loules, 


| neither ſhall vve be able to doe fo 


much, as to .ſend yp one ſound de- 
fire , or Petitton ynto God, To 
conclud ina yyord , there 1s no abil. 
litie , cither to ſpeake, or to doe, 
onghe, acceptablie to God, yyithourt 


1 faith, | 


This 
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16 A Preparatine Sermon, 
This point is of great moment, & 
vyVe arc to Labour 2bouec all rbings, 


fo attaine vnto this vvorke of be. 


leeuing , and to this end, vye are care 
fully, 10 vicall meanes, by vvhich ic 


plcaſeth God to yvorke faith in our | 


hearts, as namely, the heating of the 
rvord of God preached, the partici- 
pation of the Lords ſupper, inſtant 
praicc to God, vvith dayly meditati- 
ons in the bleſſed viord of God,days 
ly conference, & talking of the holy 
things of God, That faith by theſe 
meanes be both vYrought, and nou- 
rifhed, and dayly increaſed in our 
hearts , vvithout yyhich it is impoſ- 
fible,that euer yve can come to haue 
any tecling or ſence, either of the 
lite, or loueof God in our ſoules, 


mnch leſſe to ſhevre forth any cui- I} 
der.ces of them in our praQiiſe.to the | 


cics of cicn,this isthat yyork yyhich 
mult | 


Wiionrs oo hineannn nan 


At 


—_— 


70 the Lords Table. 17 


10ſt have place in all our yrorkes, 
& {caſon them all before God,there- 
forcare vye commanded, that yvhat- 
ocuer vvye doe, yyhether vve cate, or 
vvhether vveedrinke, that vue doe 
allin the name of the Lord Ieſus which 
Sas mich as to lay ,. that vve doe all 
n faith , for nothing can bedone in 
he name of the Lord Ieſus , bur it 
- mult of neceſlitic be done in faith, 
* this 15 then that which Chriſt means, 
' Fyhen he vvills vs to labour, 
; | Noyvlet ys goc forvrard : here it 
» follovveth , that vve ſhould next 
© ſpcake of that,for vvhich vve ſhould 
- Jabour, but before vve come vato it, 
: (V Vevvill ſpeake firſt cf the prepari- 
- ton,vvhichChriſt requires in vs, for 
, the fiiting ys to this labour, vvhich 
- Htands1a the remouing of the lets, & 
: Impediments, that hinder vs from la- 
a ÞourINg forthat meat vyhick indures | 
t varo | 
I IM 
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18 | A Preparatine Sermon, 
| yntocuerlaſting life. And this1s ſet In 
'  doyvne in thele vvords, labour not 1 
4 forthe meat wuhich periſhes, le: 
] | Heetrevveſce, that vvhen Chriſt pn 
1 wilsvsto labour for heavenly things: þl 
he firſt reſtraines vs from the labour Ip1 
| foreaithlythings. v' 
| Thereaſon is becauſe, that if the 
4 Jloue,andcare of carthly things , beſo: 
bl Ot rooted out of our mindes , theP: 
| louc,and care of heauenly things canſ# 
take no place in them: this is mani-Pr: 

feſt by that ſpeach of 70-7 his 1.Zpi/?.hs 
2.Cp. 15. verſ. Lone not the vvorld,F' 

nor the things of the wvorld', if any" 

men loue the vvorld, the lone of the(” 
Father i not in him. It isa molt cer-M 

s falne truth, that that man, vyhoſeÞ! 
' heart, & afteQtions is {et vpon thingsI 
belonging to his body, muſt be a {en-P0 
ccles man , concerning the yvellfareſ 
of his ſoule.lt is expedient therefore, | 
and 
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To the Lords Table. I9 

t Ind alſo neceſſarie, that the care, and 
? folicitude of earthly things bee mo- 
erated, and borne doyyne in our 

t minds, if euer yve vvill embrace this 
: abour { commanded by Chriſt) for 
r|pirituall things, for no man can ferue 
vvo Maſters, it is impoſlible to (erne 
eGod, and the yvorld both, and it is | 


efor this cauſe, that Chriſt vv4lls his 

e Piſciples , Not 70 care wohat they || 

1[hould eate , nor wohat they ſhould ! 

Brinke , nor viyhat they ſhould put on, | 

put that firit they ſhould ſeeke the 

 tin2dome of God, and his 1izhteouſnes, 

jFvith a promiſe , that a//zheſe things 
elha/l be caf# wnto them. And to 

.moue them vato this, among ma- 

epic other reaſons, he brings this 

Storone, to yvit, thatit is the dif. 
-polition , and cuitome of the heas 

efacn, and men vvithout God, to 

 f-ck after things concerning this life, 

of namely, 
| | | by 
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260-| || A preparatiue Sermon, 
namely, vvhat they {10uld cate, and{; 
yyhat they ſhould drinke,and vvhat 
they ſhould put on, and theretoreþ,, 
coeludes, that they, that knoyy God, py 
and proteſle God to be their Father, 
ſhould not ſet their hearts vpo theſe 
Temporallahing:for it is a vvretched jp 
and a milerable thing, to ee a Chri-fy 
{jan mis heart diſpoſed, noe better;ſ; 
then the heart of a prophane heathE,þ, 
& that his labour, & trauaile, ſhoul 
 beemployed { 5r no higher end, for; 
no greater, nar better things, then aþj 
blind, & ignorant pagan Jabours fork, 
It muſt needs argue a mind, not tru! 
|enlighined as yet, vvith the ſauingh, 
knowledge of ſpiritual things, vvhe 
as it can mind nothing elſe but earth 
1y things. And this isthe cauſe vvhyſ}, 
fo fery profeſſing Chriſtianitie, dog| 
manifeſt any ſtrong deſires , Or care{ 
full ſollicitude, For things cternallþ; 


1V 


cucr, 


fo the Lords Table. 21 [ 
| 


akuen becauſe they lye yet in darke- 
tneſle, and ignorance of them , Noz 
Ehauing the eyes of their underſtanding 
pened, to lee the ſpiritual loy, glory, 

PK fellecitic of Gods choſen InChritlt: 
Efor it they did once ſee them, it vyerc 

14 mpoſlible, that they ceuld eſteeme 

Ho much ofcatthly,or tranfrory plea- 7 
;Jures, but that their hearts vyould be 
-#auiſhed tovvards heauen , and all 
hings in this vvorld , yyould be as 
Tung in their eyes, for vvhat man is 
there, vyho getting a fight ofa prin- 
Itcly pallace, jull of ineſtimable trea- 
| ures,and pleaſures, ynto the vyhich 
he is invited, vvhen hce himlelfe 
TRvvclls in a poore, & miſcrable cotta- 
1 e,inthe midsofa barren wildernes, 
that vyould not gladlie forlake this 
*Þoore cottage, & enioy this princely 
©Þallace, and yet there is much more 
j 11fcrence , betyyecenc heaucn, and 
; carth, 
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| 22 A preparatine Sermon, | 

| earth, the things of this life , and: 

1 the things of the life to come, the 
| foodeof our bodies, and the tooddC 
of our ſoules. Y Vhat yyretched, andC 
miſerable feoles are theſe , vyhichF 
knovving that Heauen is infinitlids 

\ - aboue this earth, and that to liue! 
vvith God is vnſpeakeablie betterþ' 

1 then any eſtate can be in this lite#] 
that £iill their thoughts ſhould bg! 
droyvned in the cates of this litef2 
'{ andneuerlifted vp to thoſe ynſpeak4© 
| able ioyes, vvhich are at the righqþ 
hand of God, vyhere Chrift is}. 
|| Thepoint then is this, Chri# wvwilh 
| haue vs to knouv , that onr hearts? 

| 


uit be freed from the raves of thiÞ®. 
|| wvorld, before vwuecan ſet our ſeluegV 
l 70 ſceke things , that are ſpirituall}® 
| and heanenly. Even asa man, if he-! 
| vvill tranſplant a tree, and 1& it inf? 
| a better ground , he muſt furſk looſe 
| q 
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70 the Lords Table. 'F: 
dit from the earth, vyhere in it grow- 
1Eth:andin vvhich itis rooted, for 
Ithervviſe, he may vvell breake it, 
\dor deſtroy it , but tranſplant it he 
:-heannot : even ſo mans heart , that 
ids rooted in the things of this life, 
and naturally ſet ypon them: it is in 
rFaine to thinke , that it can be ſet 
eFpon things , that are aboue , vn- 
gill this ftronge hold it hath on 
efatth be firſt looſed : forno tree is 
klo faft rooted in earth , as mans. 
heart Is in catthlic things, and it is 
is} greater difticultie , to plucke the 
;/ſhoughts of mans heart from the 
z$are of earthlic things , then to 
,;jayle the deepeſt tree , that euer 
;e4vas in the earth , let men there- 
/1Jore take this vvarning from Ieſus 
hChriſt , that if they vvyill ſecke 
e bread of eternall life *, they 
(@ult firſt haue their hearts free, 

it from 


, 
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24 A preparative Sermby, 
from thecareful ſceking of the breaq! 
of this life. | T 

Noyv let vs come to ſpeake of thaþ 
for vvhich vve ſhould labour. The 
diſcription yvhereo* 1s (et doyvne inc 
theſe vyorlds [ Labour ner for tht 
meat that periſhath : but for tha 

eat vubich endureth unto eternaty 
life. In this deſcription,is ſet dovvn(E 
not only that for yvhich vye ſhoulþa 
Jabour, but a forcible argument, t{'> 
mouevs to labour for it : and to diff” 
ſuade vs fro labouring for the othep! 
this argument 1s taken from the na 
ture of the meat, For vyhich vvt 
{hould not labour, and from the n# 
ture of that meat, for yyhich vve 
{hould labour, yy hich ſhevyes ther! 
to be in nature contrarie the one © 
| the other, andit ftands in this, thq** 
the one periſheth, and the other en" 
dureth;ſo that Chrifts reaſon is atrd Cl 


th 
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aqhis manner, labour not for temporal 

cat, becauſe it periſheth : bur la- 
1apour for ſpirituall meat becauſe it 
htadureth, Let vs novv briefly con (i- 
19er theſe reaſons. Touching the firſt, 
hit cannot be but a ſore vexation toa 
zaans heart vyvhen God giues him 
atyestoſceit, that of all hee Jabours 
nſor vnder the ſunne, during all the 
118ayes of his life, ther is nothing of 
tit, that vvill remaine vvith him, bur 
;ft vvill peril h and decay : but this is 
epne of the greateſt vanities, & argues 
he moſt miſerable corruption of 
vans heatt vnder the {unne, that ej= 
,F2er they cannot, or they vvil 1:ot, ſee 
;@>is, that all things of this vyorld,are 
.criſhing vanitics,men naturallic arc 
ef1uen to think, that both themſclues, 
4 their ſubſtance ſhall endure long, 
\ 1nd continue for cuer , even as the 
: ch gluuon , that pulld dovvne his 
h B barnes, 


F.4- 
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barncs, and built them bigger , ſaid, 
vnto his ſoule, rake thine caſe, thouz 
haſt goods laid vp for manie yeares 1a, 
he neither dreamed of dying him-p 
ſelfe, nor of the decaying of his tran{R 
{ttoric (ſubſtance, & yet poore yvretc 
it yyas told him, that to morrovy ha; 
ſhould dye: if yvee could therefore, 

thinke vpon this , that cueric mo+] 
ment, vyee ſtand in danger, cither tp; 
| be taken from the things of this} 
vvorld, or to hauethem taken trom|, 
ys:it were impoſlible,that we fhouldþz 
take ſuch care tor vvyhar vve { hould(., 
cate,or yyhat vve (hould drinke, &c. 
yea if yyec vvould , but marke thagy 
vyhich the Apoſtle ſpcaks to the Co/ 
concerning the food of our bodies ith, 
wvould be an argument io make ys 

'# Hy aſide, thelclicitude, and care fork! 

'H them, ſcing as the Apolile faith they 

|  pcriſh,cucn inthe very yſing of the, 

and 
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idand therfote the ſame Apoſtle fn the 
1.Cor.7, vvills them that marry to be 
Sas if they married not,and them that 
N-poſſeſſed , as if they poſicſled not, 
N1Becauſe( faith hee)the faſhion,or ſhape 
Mof this vverld paſſeth a vvay, and all 
19/hall once come 10 an end:& thetfore it 
19yvere happy for vs, if yve could know 
0thus much, chat wwe are but Pilgrims 
Ol:2 this vvorld, & therfore muſt vie all. 
ISthings io it, as Pa/grims wſe their lod- 
Mis, that is not ſetling vpon them, - 
dhor refting in thzm, as though vvec 
dould dyvel heer for euer:for out ha- 
©bitation is prepared for vs in hcauen: 
a therefore vveelhould paſſethrough 
this carth, as the Pilgrims doe their 
Tourney , viing all things in this 
P*vorld , as trauellers doe to make 
Them ſerue,to further our icnrney to 
Yheauen,and not as clogs to hinder ys, 
-,[cingall that js heere vvill periſh. 

d jo B 2 And 
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28 A Preparaitue Sermon, | 
And yet further to conſider this | 1 
point, mark, hovv the Apoſtle makes | 1 
ita ſtrong reaſon, in the! 1.Cor.chap.6.| 1 
verſ. 13. vvhy men hould not cate | 
of any meat vyith offence of their] « 
brethren : ſaying , meat is ordained | 1 
for the belly, and rhe belly for meat, | | 
and God ſhall deſtroy them both , if | ] 
men had hearts toconſider this, what 1 
reaſon could they haue,to be carefull | 

for meat whick ſerues to ſatisfie their 
bellie, vvhen both meat, and beliie, | 
{hall perith. Itisanydle dreame for | j 
men to thinke, that theſe parts of | 
our bodies, yyhich are only giuen for | t 
temporall vſe,in this life, That I ſay | 
yvec 1 hall haue any vſe of them in 
heauecn , for there vye ſhall haue no 
vic of ſtomacks to diſgeſt,or bovyels | 
to make conyayance of our meat, 
for nouriſhing theſe our bodies, | 1 
ſeing our bodics in heauen, ſhalbe| t 
immortall, 
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s | immortall, & glorious, like ynto the 
'S | glorious bodic of the Sonne of God, 
«| vyhen therefore vve arc feeding our 
e| bodies, and ſatisfying our bellies, it is 
rf good for vs to thinke,and remember 
yl har vye are feeding that, vyhich ( hal 
periſh:& that with food which ſhall 
: likevviſe perit h, that yye may learnc 
t| neither to care too much for thc 
I| bellie, norfor food requiſite yato j:. 
rj Noyy let ys conſider the argument 
, | of the contrarie parte, vyherby Chri:t 
r | perſwades ys to labour foy ſpirituall 
f| meat, in vvhich vve are to obſerue 
r| tyvo things: 
y| Thefirſtis,the nature of this hea- 
1 | uenly food init ſelte, all though vve 
> | neucr doenioy it, vvhich is declared 
S! by this that it enduret h. 7 
| Theſecond, is the efe of itin 
» | thE that get it, vvhich is that it makes 
> | thEalſoto indure & toliue eternally. 


! 


: B 3 For 


that a l the ſpirituall gifs, that God (i 


| yvas by Sathan extinquiſhed , and |f 


thereof thall periſh,and the heauens 
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For the firſt, vvee are to conſider, of 


all , and ſuch as ſhall neuer periſh: 
yvhatſoeuer God gaue by creation, ſx: 
ic might be defaced , and vrterlic h 
yndone : yea, cuen the chiefeſt gift, x; 


that cucr vvas giuen in nature to {; 


Adam, { vvhich vvas Gods Image) 1} 


defaced, and as the Scripture tells vs, [is 
at the comming of Chriſt to iudge- |a 
meat, the elements ſhall melt vvith d 
fire,and the earth, andall the vyorks 1d 
R 
l; 
| 


ſhall yyax ould as a garment, and | 
this vvhole vvorld ſhall come wo an, | 
end , but the gifts of ſauing grace, | \ 
oKen VS1N Chritt , can ncuer be Cx- | < 

- 


rinquilhed, or detaced, for asit is 
impoſſible to deſtroy the Sonne ot | 
God himſelte, or that the ſorrovves | 


of | 
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| death , ſhould hauec held him vn- 

1 erthem, or that the oraue ſhould 
hane povver to retaine him, (0 i15Iit Þþ 
Impoſſible, that Chriſt giuen vnto 
vs, and his fleſh vyhich vve cate,and 
his blood vvhich vve drinke , or the 
, vertue of themin vs, can cucr pct- 
) \blie bee defaced in vs, and this is 
| ![rhe reaſon that Chriſt ſaith, that tis 
| fleſh is meat in deed, and his bloow 
[is drinkein deed for his fielh 1s not 
a periihing meat, nOr i1is blood a 
decaying drinke, vvhich cannot cn- 
 |dure, as the nature cf all cther mcar, 
 Jand drinke is: bur his fleſh is cuer - 
laſting food , and his blood eucr- 
| laſting drinke , and his grace as 2 
| viel] , ſpringing continuallie , to 
| cuctlaſting lite , men might thinke, 
that by the death of our bodies, 
the vertue of Iefus Chritls fleth, 
| and blood, yvere viterlie perithed, 
Þ 4 but 
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the fleſh and blood of Chriſt, are in |e! 
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32 A preparatise Sermon, 
but it is not ſo, they that cate this} 
fleſh, and drinke this blood, ſhalll,r 
find the vertue of his fleſh, & blood, tt 
caen vvhen they are rotten in the} 
graue , & by the ſame povver,vyhere |y 
vvith he rayſed himſelfe from the | 
dead, ee [hall likevyiſe rayle them, | v! 
from the poyyer of death}, this then 'rc 
is the firſt thing , vyhich vve areto 
conlider in this food, that it is an cn» 
during meat. 

Bur the next thing is a greater 
comfort vnto vs, for this is not all 
the bleſſednes of this food,and com- 
fort of this argument, to knovy that 


themſelues permanent, and eternall, |1; 
but that vykich chicfly refreſheth |T 
ourſoules is this,to know that vvho- | c 
ſacuer pertakes of them, ſ hal pertake 
of cternall life vvith them , this isa |/ 


bleſſed thing in deed, yyhen [ knoyy, | t 
that | 


To the Lords Table, _. 33 
$|that not only the things vvhereot [ 
Lam made pertaker are eternall , but 
, [that I my ſelfe, by pertaking of them 
ſhall be eternall as vvell as they, 
V Vhatcan moue a man to ſeeke this 
meat, ifthis doc it not? yvhen vvee | 
» \ynderſtand that it hath this povver | 
 'ro vyork ſuch a bleſſed effefte in him l 
[that is pertaker of it, It is yadoubted- \!: 
 [lie, the miſerable ignorance of ( this ' 
benefit , yyhich comes by the fleſh, - | 
& blood, of Chriſt, ) that makes men 
ſo careles to enioy them, there js no- 
thing in the vyorld,thata man more 
deſires then to liue for euer, all that 
etcr a man hath he vvill giue for nis 
life,that he may not ſcedeath, but as 
David faith in the 49, Pſal. No man 
can by any means redeeme bu brother, 
nor aine to God a ranſome, that he 
[houtd liue for ener. Indeedit is no 
temporall thing , that can procure 
B 5 ectcrnall 
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34 A Preparattue Sermo?, 

eternal life,no notall the meansthat! "3 
can be diuiſed, cate vyhata man can 
eate,& drink vohat a man can diink, 
yct heſhal dye, but heere is the com-|, 
fort ot a Chriſtian, that tro Chriſt,heh,, 


C 


| 


 Isfedvvith thatmeat, that ſhall make - 


him to liuefor euer:in ſuch ſorte, that! 
the gates of helſhal not preuaile againſt | 
him,ncither death nor the graue ſhal| 
haue pov ver ouer him , but ke ſhall 
hauc a glorious triumph ouer them|,, 
both , ſoas he ſhall (ing thar joyfull|, 
{0ng.0 ) death whereis th ') ſting,o graue, | 
wy le is the viftory ? And this is no; 
vv oder,ſeing the caufesof this life are|; 
cternall,it cannot be but that thelife}, 
that loyveth fro them mult be eter-|,; 
nall, and they that are fed vvith him}; 
muſt needs live eternally, for all that |; 
we receaue fromChriſt,iseternal, the 
peace eternal, the ioy,& life eternal, ly 
& t1$is that yyheryyithChiiſt com-|,! 

forts 
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of ortshis diſciples, 70h 16, 22. ſaying, 
1\Your toy ſhall no man take from you: 


hus a a bog of God in the mid(t of 
11 histroubles,& in the midſt of thc 


od his ſauiour. O hoyv \ hould this 
ir yp our hearts, to ſecke after this 
meat,cue as the y volnan of Samaria, 

In the 4.0f Tohn,the 15.vvhen Chriſt 
cold her of vrater vyhich he Fad to 
ine lvvhich vvhoſocuer did drink of 


DWaid,Lord,gine me of that voater. bh, if 
et] May not ;. i Any M0707 COME Jes 
elther 18 draw, Likevviſe the [evves 11 
-[this ſame chapter, vyhen Chriſt ro! 
Nhem , that the b:ead of God gives 
tlie to the vvyorld , they (aid vnro 
C|Chriſt, Lord.giue vs ener more of 1515 
,| mead: etied {Oo vvhen vve heave, thar 
1 ney that cate the ficth , and G&:inke 
lis 


36 A Preparatiue Sermon, 
the blood of Chriſt , (hal! live eter-| | 
nallie, Should yyeec not in our hearts 
deſire it, and beg of Chriſt to make] 
vs pertakers of it, andearneſtly long 
tro enioy it : ſurely it muſt needs be a] 
moſt luſt thing vvith God to poyvre| 
dovyne heauic indgment ypon this| 
tenccles age , and ſinfull generation| 
ot men,yvho take greater pleafure to 
ſecke after the ftinking delights of 
this fleſh, and to vvallovy in their 
beaitly luſts, then to enioy this bleſ- 
ſed bread, that endures to cuerlaſting 
life: tor itis impoſſible ior any man 
10 haue perpetuitie of being vvith- 
out this , Vyhen therefore 'yvee (ce 
other men to call their lands by their 
naines , ſo to perpetuate their names 
on carth:let vs not folloyy their foo- 
\iſh footſteps, bur if vredefareto liue 

for eucr , let ys labour fer this meat, 
yyhich endures to cterna)l lite, and 
thus| 
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| To the Lords Table, 37 
r-| thus much for the reaſon, c6tayning 
ts alſoadiſcription of that , for yvhich 
| vvee ſhould labour. 
g| Seeing then yvce ſec vvhat great 
a| reaſon', yvee haue to ſeeke this ſpiri- 
re tuall food, itis neceflaric for ys-to 
is| knovv vyhere yvce ſhall findit, and | 
n| that isthe next point vve arc to cons | 
fider ; ſer dovyne in theſe vyords, | 
[ vwhich the ſonne of man ſhall gine || 
Unto you.) In theſe vvords, Jet vs. | 
warke theſe tvyo things: Firft vvho 
itis, of vyhom vvec mult haue this 
meat: That is the Sonne of man:The 
ſecond is, hovyv yve [hall haue it,and 
ef that is ſet doyyne in theſe vyords, he 
ir} {ſhallgijue it ynto vs. 

Touching the firſt , vvee are to 
-| mark, that ir pleaſeth Chriſt through 
e| out the Scriptures,to name himlcite 
t,| mote by this name (the Sonne of 
d| man) then by any other , eſpecialli- 
Is _ vyhen 
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| 


vvhen he ſpcaks of the vyorks of fa» # 
Uing grace : and for the comfort of |7* 


his elc& ones: it muſt therefore be 


a matter of great moment, and of 


{ſingular inſtruction for vs , that mo- 
ues Chriſt to take this name vpon 
 himlclje, and certainly it is ſo , al- 
though not perceaued , nor compre- 
hended , by euerie man. 1n this 
{lame chapter vvhen Chriſt had tol4 
the levves, that wyles they aid cate 
the fleſh of the Sonne of man , and 
arinke his blood, they had no life in 
them , many of his diſciples murmircd 
at it , and ſaid, this is a hard ſaying, 
and in deed no marue!l, that it ſeeme 
hard toa naturall man , for hovv can 
he thinke , that the fleſh, and blood 
of man, ſhould haue the vertue of 
cternall life jin them , but Chriſt 
opens this miltery in the ſame place, 
telling them that it vyas z2e ſpirit 
41A! 
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, [that quickeneth , tha fleſh bs 44 Frreth lj 
* |nothing; for itis true, that all though 
- |vvithout this fleſh and blood, vve 
* [can haue no lite in vs, yet certainly 
| |cuen the fleſh and blood of Chriſt, 
nakedly conſidered , as fleſh and | 
blood, or yet, as the fleſh and blood | 
of a man, could neuer giue life to 
them, that cate and drinkeit, but _ 
as bcing the fleſh, and blood of God, | 
inthe vyhich fleſh , all the fullnes of 
the God-head dvvels bodily, it is no 
maruell that it giues life to them, that 
caceand drinke them , for as much 
as the £ternal {firit 15 neuer ſeparated 
from this filet h,nor from this blood, 
& theriore all though their can be no 
cternall life, but fro this eternal ſpirit, 
yet it is the pleaſure 0:God, that no ſa- 
uving vertue of the Diety,nor life £16 
the God head { hould cuer be comu- 
 Nicated ynto man, but 1 1n,& through 
the 
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the fleſh, and blood of Ieſus Chriſt m 


the Lord: Let no man therefore Dil. 
pile this fleſh,& blood, nor the out» 


, 


'v 


14 


yvard means, vvhereby our felloyv= f 


{ hip, and communion, in this fleſh, 
and blood is ſealed ynto vs, ſince 
yVlithout this fleſh, and blood, it is 
not the purpoſe of God to ſaue vs, let 
vs therefore lay vp this miſteric in 
our hearts, that as the fieſh of Chriſt 
can neuer quicken, but by the ſpirit, 


even lo alſo the ſpirit ſhall ncuer } 


quicken but by the fleſh. 
1hereisyet more in this to be con- 

fidered, and thatis, that as God yyill 

diſpence no ſauing grace, but in the 


fleſh, and blood, of leſus Chriſt the 


man , ſo he yvill not diſpence it, bur |} 


by Chriſt as hee is man, for God hath 
. Siven all jindgment to the Sonne,not 
as hee is God {implie, but as he is the 
SONAC of man and by him as kce is 

man, 
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man,vvill he indge the vvorld, asthe 


/ poſtle ſaith in the 17. of 4d. God 


hath appointed a day, in which he vuill 
1udge the wuerld in righteouſnes,by the 

an vuhom he hath ordained, leſus 
.hriſt, as man, hall indge both hea- 
en,and carth. For the Father hath 
xalted him in his man hood , an 
hath giuen him a name , aboue all 
ames Unio vuhich all knees mu 
ovve, and cuerie mouth confefleth 
tm, tobe the Lord, therefore it 1s 
ot vvithourt cauſe, that Dauid con« 
idering this vvondered, as you may 
ce in the $. pſal. faying : YV/hat is 

an,that thon art minifull of him,and 
he ſonne of man , that thou wviſite#t 


Mim, for thou haſt made him a littel 


ever then the Angels, and haſt crow- 
red him vvith hononr , and glorie, and 
ath put all things vader his feet : It is 


| Bood for vs to conſider this, that as 


116 


Chriſt 
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Chritt himiclfe faith , all povver ;gat 
giuen vnto mee, Ouer all fleſh , thepgd 
povver of ruling, and of iudging , offer 
ſauing, & camming men, is giuen toy? 
Chriit as man, tor there is nothing, ka 
. that isnot ſubdued vnto Chriſt theſe 
man , as the Apoſtle proucs in thepre 
3. Cor. 15. from theſe vvords of the] * 
Palme : * that God hath ſubdued aller. 
things vnder his feet , prouing therbyſ: 
that itis manifeſt, that nothing is vn-|I 
{ubdued to him , but he that did ſub-hu 
due them, vntill that the laſt enemies! 
death it ſelfe be (ubdued, Chriſt \ hallje: 
ſil poſſefſe the kingdome, but vyhenvi 
hee hath ſubducd all things , thenÞCc 
{ hall he renyer vp the kingdome toy 
his fuhcr, that God may be all in all:ic 
bat in the meane time till this beſcc 
done,all poyycr is giucn to Chiilt asÞ* 
man,to deſtroy all aduerſarie powers, Þ! 


either diuells or yyicked men , thus! 
hath 


| To the Lord; [be 
ie God honoured, & highly Ss 
d the humanitic of his Sonne, by 
}fſeriue of the fullnes of the God head 
olvvelling in him bodilie, this is the 
7 caſon that Chriſt in this place ſaith, 
che Sonne of man ſhall give ys this 
eþrcad of eternall life, 
e| The conſideration of theſe things, 
//erue for a (ingular cofort to theGod - 
yy: & a fearecfull terror tothe yyicked, 
-|Louching the yvicked, vyhen they 


-puſt ſee, & knovyy this, that the man 


e][hom they haue pearced,and put to 


leath, vvhom they haue ſo delpiſed 
aſvholc blood , they have trod vnder 
2pote,to be exal red toſuch glorie,and 
2[vhen they ſhal fee him come in the 
;[ouds, in maieſtie, and great povver, 
elccompanied vvith innumerable an= 
$|<11s, and hcaring ( him litting in the 
,rone of iudgmet)prononce the {en- 
$Kn :c of eternall death againſt them, 


For 
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For the Godly it is a matter of ſin 
guler ioy,to knovy, that he ſhall bqp 
their judge, and that in his humainq! 
nature, vyherin in all things hee vvag 
made like ynto them, finne only exÞ 
cepted , and vyhercin he vyroughtc 
their redemption by his ovvn deathh 
& vyhen they ſhall vnderſtand, thagi 
the diſpenſation of all things is pug] 
an his hands,and that he hath povver 
to giue eternall life , yea he himſelfqp 
to giue his ovyne flef h', and bloodp 
vnto vs, vnto cternal! life certainly itÞ 
this vvere not , the greateſt comfortp' 
of Gods elect yvere taken avvyaie, noÞ 
conlideration of the Sonne of God: 
asGod ſimplie,could poſſibly refreſ hþ! 
our foules, if yvee did not confiderÞ 
him in his fleſh, being man, tor heÞ 
is no lefle terrible in his Dyetic top. 
a ſinner, then the Father: but our 1n-ſf 


tereſt in him ariſeth ypon this , thatÞc 
hee 


70 the Lords Table. 45 
inkce is be come our brother in our 
beature, that being man, hee might 
nering vs that are men to God. There- 
7agore fitſt of all he did a baſe himlelte, 
*x4nd tooke vpon him the ſhape of a 
hgcruant , and in that nature hath 
hFvrought our cternall redemption, 
nagnd did glorifie himſelte in that ſame 
uglel h, vvith that gloric , that he had 
erpvith the Father , before the vvorld 
Ifqpvas, all to this end, that he might 
odduance ys to the fame dignitie vvith, 
 ifhimſclte : for though as God he had 
rtþovyer ſufficientlie roſaue ys, yet vvc 
10þad neuer bene pertakers of it, if he 
dhad not prepared the vyay by his 
hpleſh to communicate it vvith man: 
erfnd if Chriſt himſelfe in our nature, 
1cad not taken poſſeſſis of the glorie, 
topnd kingdome of God: it had bene 
1-]mpoſſible for any other man, ever 
at0 hauc come to the participation of 
C that 
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46 A preparatine Sermon, 
that glorie or kingdome , and thuyy| 
much for the fart point , that is oÞþ« 
him,from yyhom we muſt haue thipy\ 
bread, | PI 

Novv, let vs come to the mannepe: 
hovy vve ſhall get it, andthat is fegh 
dovvne in the {vvords ( he ſhall giut al 
t Unto you) Aman might thinke b of 
the former vvords of Chriſt , yvhenPE 
he vvills ys to labour for it , that 41 
man himlſelte by labour vvere thq'V 
purchaſer of it? but it is not ſo, lea 
a man doe yVvhar hecan , he is ſtilÞ® 
vavyorihieotit, ret not vvithſian Ni 
ding Chriſt vyill haueys to knoyy,þI 
that the man that ſeeks for it 1 ha]l}®! 
get it, though neither hee nor hip 3 
labour be vvortkic of it : Chriſt re*! 
quires no more of thee but to ſeekep! 
for it,aird he vyill freely giuc it, thouſ®1 
canſt haue nothing vyherevvith tof#* 
buy it, and therefore the Lord callF#/ 

'VpOF 


; 


to the Lords T, able. 45 
1ypon enery one that thirits 10 come, 
xd drinke freely, they may haue it 
if vithout filuer , or vvichout any 
price : ſeeing they can hauc it forthe 
-jceking only, O hovy iuſtly ſhall 
fhcle vvretches be damned, that vvill 
;Fake no paines to beg, or ſeeke for it, 


yofallthings in the vvorld , thisſhall 


Þe one of the chicteſt that {hal gnavw 
the hearts of men moſt miticrablie, 
&'vhen they ſhall (ce themlelues eter- 
-Pallie damned , becauſe they neuer 
[Jought after life 1n Chriſt, but vvhen 
JPey ſhonld haue ſought tor it, they 
pave themſclues to ſeeke their plea- 
1 ures, & did loue rather to hunt atter 
4 vyhore, and their beaſtly }uſts then 
. lfrer Chrift the Son of God, & Saui- 
ur of the world,mark Chriſts ſpeech 
ohn 5. You v2 ill not come vnto me, 
gj41th Chriſt,that I mizht giue you eter- 
$4#/ life; he delires no more of them, 
out 
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but that they yvill come to him, anc 
he vvill giue them liie. Alas! hovy 
many is there yvho yvhen Chriſh; 
doth call vpon them , andcouer hi: 
table vnto them , and offer his t lel ly 
that vyas broken for them , and hig, 
blood, that vyas 1 hed for the remily: 
ſion of their ſinnes, vyho not vviths, 
ſtanding vvill not comeat all , vntah, 
the blefled Table of the Lord: i half- 
cuer Chn(t thinke theſe men yyor 
thic of cternall life, that vvhen they 
may hane the food of it for com4h 
ming vnto It , doe not vvithitandingyy 
neglect it. If yyedid but ſee our mi4j 
ſerie, and our vvrierched eſtate inz 
{inne, vnder Gods vvrath, then vvaþ; 
vyould make great account of that 
vvec diſpiſe.,, and our heatts vyould 
{mite vs for our contempt of thar}- 
Vvithout vvhich their isno life to oug,, 
ſoules, that is the only bread vvhichye 
bring 
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To the Lords Table, 4.9 
Prines eternall life to our ſoules. O 
Vi yhat vertue , vyhat comfort, vvhat ÞF. 
iJife, and efieacic ynto life, hall yvee i | 
UFind in that fleſh, and in that blood, 
[Rf vye did truly embrace it, & receiue | 

Jt from Chriſt, certainly many thou- 
lJands depriue themlclues of all ioy, * 
nd true conſolation in Chriſt, only 
tOpecauſe they vvill not paine them- {| 
aſclues to ſecke it. James vpbraids 
TTen in his time, not only becanfe 

Ky nr. aſked amiſſe , bet he tells thew, 

hey got nething , becauſe they aſk led 
1897, and the fame james {hevves ys, 

p that if aman dee aſke,he hall receaue, 

v hen he faith, If any man lack wiſ#on; 

V&7 him aſke of God, that gincs liberal; 

aw all, and Chriſt confirmes the ſame 

di the Goſpel, vvhen he bids vs,aſke, 

It woe ſhall hane, ſecke,&f vue ſhall 
Utd, their datanatio then mult needs 

pc iuſt that neuer ſought afterChriſt, 

S C Novy 
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. Novy the laſt point, vyhich vve 
are to knoyre , is Concerning the 
ground of all our aſſurance, that vveq 
{hall zetthis bread , vyhich endureg' 
vnto eternall life fromChriſt,& tho} 
iS ſet doyvne'in theſe vyords, | Fey 
him hath God the Father ſealed.; | 

Theſe yvords comprehend a maty' 
tcrof chlefe moment for our conſ1y 
deration, for if this vvere not , alf! 
the knoyvledge of Chriſt yvere bug! 

t 
a 


fmall comforte , to a poore ſinfu 
foule, but this it is that giues ys ioy 
in the contemplation of Chriſt cru 
cified, that vve knovv, that God thqf 
Father hath ſealed him. T 
To conlider this place there{f 
forca right, vyceare to knovy ,thaſl 
it is taken from the cuſtome of men 
vvho vvhen they vvill haue any - 
thing to be made ſure, and ted-faft}/ 
and vyhen they yvill make : iq 
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to the Lords Table. 51 
1g] have authoritie, and ſirength, they 
1 are accuſtomed to adde their (eale 
eq to it , to confirme it , by vyhich 
eq vvhatſocuer is promiſed , is made 
4 more ſtronge : to God by this ſorte 
84 of ſpeech doth ſhevv vs, that nor 

only , he hath given Chriſt to be 
t4 our Sauiour according , as hee de- 
Gl clares in his VVord, and that hce is 
a1] that Lambe of God, that takes 2» 


11] that hee hath not only reconciled al 
yirhings,by the blood ot his crofſe, but 
uJalſo to make all things ſure , and 
hqfirme , that vvee might neuer call 
this into queſtion , hee hath rati- 
-eJficd all this, by adding his ſeale yn» 
349tO 1t. 
ni Out of this, vve are firſt to learne: 
ny That the naked knowledge , and con- 
R1/ideration of Chrift , and vuhat God 
td 4th made hins no v5,6 not ſufficient 
WK C 2 & 


. 


yvay the ſinnes of the vvorld, and 


52 A Preparatine Sermon, 
z0 faluation , except vvee know , that 
God the Father hath ſealed Chriftto be 
all tn all vnts vs, that hee hath pro- 
miſed, and vvhich ke hath made hin) 
to be, vvhereby I may be confirmed, 
that vyhatſocner God faith , Chrift 
15, Or Yvhatſoeuer God is ſaid to haus 
made him for mee, is yndoubtedly 
{o,herc vve may (ec, that in our minds 
vve muſt aſcend higher then Chriſt 
himſelfe, or the promiſe of God in 
him, to ſeeke the chiefeſt ground, or 
ſtay of our faith , vyhich allthough 
it can have no ground yvvithout 
Chriſt , and vvithout the promile, 
yet neither the promiſe , nor Chriſt 
(in vvhom the promiſe is yea, and 
amen ) could be any ſure ground of 
life, & faluation to me vnlcfle both 
camefrom this, and yvere ſtamped 
vvith this ſeale of the Father im 
Chriſt, for all though, that Chriſts 
al "FN fcſh 
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fle{h be ſaid to giue life to thoſe, that 
arc pertakers of it : yet the ground, 
| and reaſon of this ſtands in this , that { 
theFather hath ſealed him in his filet h 
[tobe the lite of the vyorld , fo that 
| vvithout knoyyledge of this , outit 
| hope and faith vyere vaine. | 
' . Letvs therefore come to conſider 
this ſeale of God. Firſt in general!, 
| vye knoyy that a ſcale yyhen it 13 
| applied doth leaue the impreſſion or: 
 [itſelfe,moſt lively in the vvax vrhere 
[into it is ſet, ſo that all the forme, the 
 |{hape,and marks,that are in the ſcale 
arc liuely imprinted in the vyax,thus . 
hath God the Father dealt yrith his 
Sonne, forthere is no promiſe of 
mercy, of zrace, of holines of life, or 
eloric , Vihich God hath made i: 
| Chriſt to ſinners , but he hath ſtam- 
| ped the ſame in Chrift the man, (ſo 
| that eucrie man that lecs the fle{ h of 
C 3 - 4Enhuft, 
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Chrift, vvith true ſpirituall ejes, may 
ſe that his fleſh,is ſtampt vvith righ- 
tcouſnes , vvith the life of God, and 
vvith immortall peace,& euerlaſting 
2lory. But tocome nearer to the con- 
{ideration of this ſcale, it is true, that 
many men run to his Diety, to find 
this ſeale, and that becauſe it is ſaid 
in the firſt of the Hebrewes concer- 
ning Chriſt that hee is the brightnes 
of the glorie,and the expreſſe,or in gra-| 
uenimaze of the Fathers perſon, for 
vvhich caufe it is ſaid,rhat he zhat fees 
the Sonne, fees alſo the Father :but got 
vvithſtanding all this,if the Sonne of 
God had bene ſcaled by the Father, 
only in his divine nature,as he is the 
ſecond perſon of the trinitie, '& that 
this ſcale of God had neuer reached 
from his Golhead, to his humanity, 
his fleſh conld nener haue bene the 


bread of life, therfore we muſt labour 
| {0 
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[to ſee this ſeale of God , ingrauen in 
|Chriſt the man, elſ& hovy can vyce 


knovv, that by cating histleth, and 
drinking his blood, vve haue eternal! 


|life, ſince vvith out this ſeale, his 


flcſh,and blood could hane no more 
force, to giue life , then any othct 
ficſh, or blood, of any other man: 


|therfore letys conſider , yyherin this 
[ſealing of the Son,as he is man coſifis. 


This ſeale hath fiue ſpeciall things 
in it, tO be conſidered. 

The firſt isGods eternall ordinatis, 
& appointmEt,wherbyhe didordaine 
Chriſt the man, and none but Chriſt 
the man,to be the food of our foules, 
to be the mediator betyycene God, 
& v3, & fo to bethe only King, Pricſt 


| & Prophet, of Gods houſe fot cner, 
by vertue of this appointment of 


God, Chriſt comes to bee, that to vs, 
that hecis, and this eternall decree 
C 4 of 
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of God , concerning Chriſt in his 


flieth, to bee our redeemer , 15 made 
maniceſt in the Scripture, vvhen it is 
rold vs, that Ged ordarned him before 
theuvorld voas,in the 1.of Peter the 
1. c24p.and againe Vrhere 1t 1s ſaid, 
that there is not a name ginen vader 
heaucn, by vuhich a man can be ſaucd, 
but the name of Icſs only , and this is 
ratificd in the Scripture, by the teſti» 
monie;, both of God himſel:ie, and 
Toba Baptit,and of the Apoſtle. The 
Father trom heanen did vvitnesſo 
much , vyhen as he ſaid , #75 is my 
wuvel beloved Sonne, tn vuhomT an 
woe! pleaſed, there by declaring, that 
in Iefus Chriſt the Sonre, ( novy 
made man.) his vvrath toyvards vs, 
vvas taken avvay : and heyvyell plea- 
(cd viith vs, not vvithſtending our 
manifold ſinnes, committed againſt 
him, and all thole ſpeeches of God, 

VYNuc? 
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To the Lords Table. 47 
yyhereby God ratifies , that Chriſt 
the man , is his Sonne,, ſaying , 7how 
art my Sonne , thu day haue 1 be gotten 


thee,& vvhere by he confirmes him, 


to be our cuerlaſting Prielt, for euer, 
after the order of Melchiſedeke , and 
vyhereby hee vvitneſſes him to be 
made Lord of his church, ſaying, 74 


Lord ſaid to my Lord, ſit at my richt 


hand , till F make thine ennemics thy 


footſtoole ,all theſe do make manifel! 


the truth of this point , that jt is 
Chriſt the man , vvhom God hath 
decreed to be, both the Author, and 
mat:er of our ſaiuation. And this is 
the firſt part of this ſeale of God,this 
knovvicdge,that God hath ordained 
him oxy andnone but him, 10 bc 

the bread ©t life, 
The ſreond part of Gods ſcale, 
yvhere by be hath fealed Chriſt the 
1an, appearcs iy the yyorks of Gods 
QC 5 OYYne 
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fl 38 A Preparatine Sermon, 
} ovvnepower, which the Father gaue 
him to doe,as in raiſing the dead,com- 
| manding of theſeas , and tempeſts, the 
reſtoring ſight to the blind,curing of all s, 
diſe afes,yea,and commanting the very 
ainels, &c. therefore it is that Chiiſt 
faith in the 5. of Iohn verl. 6. after 
this manner, The vvorkes vuhich the 
Father hath giuen me to finiſh,theſame 
vvorkes that I doe beare wuitnes, that |; 
the Father ſent me,& the Father him- 
ſcife,, vvhich hath ſent mee beares 
vvitnes of mice, andagaine in the 10.|þ 
of lohn verſ.25 If 1 doe nor the workes |, 
of my Father beleeue me not : Butif I|y 
aoe them, though you beleeue not me, | 
yet belecue the vvorkes,that you may |; 
knovvu, that the Father is in me, and T |, 
in him , vetſ. 37- 3$. Theſe vvorkes | , 
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vvhich none could doe but Ged him 
fſelfe, being done by Chriſt the man, 
are the ſecond part of Gods fealc, 
vikcreby | 
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76 the Lords Table, ſ9 
vyhereby God the Father Coth let 
vs ſee, that this man T7eſus , is hee a» 
lone of! yyhom yyce all muſt locke 
for life. 

The third parte of this ſeale con- 
fiſts in this,that God the Father hath 
laid vpon Chriſt the man , the cha- 
ſtiſments of our peace, that by his 
ſtripes vvee might be healed, for by 
infliting-vpon him in his fleſh, all 
the punifhments , and vvrath of 
God, vyhichvvce by our iniquities 
have deſerued, hee thereby (calcd liis 
manhood to be the food of life, ma- 
king him as a Lambe roaſted vviti1 
fire for our food: And for this cauſe, 
1t is ſaid of Chriſt ( Hebr, the 5, and 
the 9.) That he being conſecrated, vwas 


made the Author of eternall faluati=- 


03 2-n1t0 all them , that obay him: for 
vrhen God did take vengeance vpon 
Chriſt is Sonne tor our injquities, 

he 


Go A Preparatine Sermon, 
he made him linne for ys, that vvee 
might be made the righteouſnes of 


God in him: and by his croſſe, killed| 


hatred, and brought in cuetlalting 
pace, therefore in as much as 1t is 
hee alone, that hath vndergone the 


curſe of the hyve,, and the vyrath of] 


God fcr vs that arc ſinners: it is ma- 
nife(t, that God gives none to be the 
bread of life to our ſoules, but him 
alone,and ilnsis the reaſen, vvhy the 
Apoftie tocorre&that great ſChilme, 
in the church of Corinth :; vvhen 
ONe {ai.i he vvas Pauls, agother Apol- 
los, &c. and to force them all, to ac- 
knovvledge none but Chriſt for their 
Sauiour, he vſes this forme of argu= 
ment,vvas Pau] crucificd ior you?&c., 
asif he yvould ſay none but he vvho 
t> cruciied for you, ate vou to depend 
vpon for life, and faluation: and the 
{mae 15 the reaſon, yyhy the ſame 


Apoltles 
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Apoſlle vyrittiog to the Corinth:the 
fir(t Epiſt. chapt, 2. ſaith, zhaz he did 
determinate to know wothing amone 
them but Iſis Christ , and him cruct 


fed, and againe he (thin thes. of 


Cai verſ 14. God for bid,that Tſhould 


| retoyce , but in the croſſe of our Lord 


Icſhs Chrift, 

T he fourth part of this ſeale flan- 
detn in.this,thatGod the Father hath 
raiſed Chriſt leſus his ſonne from 
the dead, and hath taken himout of 
the poyver of the graue, and hath fet 
him at his right hand in heauen, and 
croyvned him vvith glorie , and ho- 
nour , makivg him the head of men, 
and Angeis.giuing him all poyver in 
heauen, and 111 earth , and aboue all, 
giving him to be the head of his 
church,chusſctting him iu that fleſh, 
yincrein ne yvrought our rezemp= 
tion, and wnicicd ihe chaſticement 

OT 


& of our peace, in the full poſſeſſion 
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of the kingdome, lite, and glorie, 
vyhich hce hath purchaſed vnto VS, 
filling him in that his man-hood, 
vvithall fullnes of grace, andglorie, 
that ont of his fullnes, vvee might 
dravverace, ſofitting this his fleſh 
thus glorified , to be the effectuall 
means of communicating life, and 
olorie \nto vs in our fleſh , and 
for this cauſe it is, that the Apoſtle 
doth proue , that God ſhall iudge 
the vvorld by Chriſt the man, by 
this argument , to vvit , becauſe 
God had aiſed him Vp from the 
dead, As. 17.31. and the Apoſtle: 
for this cauſe; makes this the chiefe 
point of the knov vledge of leſus 
Chri i, to yvit, zhat vue hane [ach a 


high Prieſt, that ſrrteth at the right by 
hand of the throne of the maieſtie, in 
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#0 the Lords Table. 63 
for allthough hee had beene man, 


| and in mans nature had ſuffered all 


puniſhments due to vs, for our ini- 
quities , yet not vvithſtanding if he 
had neuer beene raiſed trom the 
cacad, and triumphed ouer the graue, 
vyee could neuer haue hoped, to 
haue attained to eternall life by his 
fleſh, forif that fleſh of his, bad 
beene ouercome by death, vye could 
neues haue ouercome death , in 
our fleſh, thercfore it is, that the 
Apoſtle builds our hope of lite,vpon 
the reſurrection of Chriſt from the 
dead: 1. Pet, cnapt, 1:verſ. 3. ſaying, 
Bleſſed be the God and Father of our 
Lord leſws Chrift , wuho according 
ts his aboundant mercie , hath be 
gotten Vs araine 10 the hepe of life, 


| the reſurrcetion of Teſus Chriit 


) ; 
"i the dead ; And againe in 
| the 


64 A preparatine Sermon, 
the ſame chapter verſ. the 21. ke ſaith 
thus , that God raiſed him from the 
dead, and gane him glorie , that our 
faith ,'\and hope might be in God, and 
this 1s the fourth part of this ſcale. 
The 5. andlaſt part of this ſeale, 
yyhich is the ground,and foundation 
of the reli,is this: That this man in his 
fleſh is not only by Gods eternal decree 
appeinted, and by tne Fathers voyce 
frem heauen rats/ied, tobe the only re- 
deemer,and life of the vvorld,and cons 
firmed to be this by his wvorks his ſuff< þ; 
rings , and his 4(erious exaltation , at 
the right hand of G8d, but chief ly , and 
principally, be car! (ein this his manhood, 
thus abaſed, and azaine exalted, doth) : 
duvell all the fullnes of the God heady, 
boatiy, Coloſ.thewer{ 2. 9 for if thisþ1, 
vyve:£ nor, all the former part of thisþ,, 
{eale vvere not ſufficient to make high, 
feth the bread of life, tor Ron 4s 
ji-f if 
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[ife cannot come to vs, but from that 
Iflc(h, vvhich hath immortall life 
\ lin icfelfe, and this is the reaſon that 
[Chriſt y{es that ſpeach, in the 6. of 
lohn , vvhea he vvould proue, that 
he that cats hisfleſh, and drinks his 
blood hath cuerlaſiing life , ſaying, 
5 that lixing Eather hath ſent me, ana 
line by the Father , enen ſo heethat 
ats my fleſh, eaen he ſhall line byme, 
the 57.verſ. this therefore is the 
reatelt parte, of this ſeale yyhetre- 
'vith God the Father hath fealed 
.hriſt the man : to vvit thathe hath 
amped the fleſh of Chriſt vvith 


d 


{the Diety it ſelie,and ſo conſequent- 


h y vvith life it ſelf2: it is no vyonder 
&therefore, that this fleth , and this 
blood do giue lite to thoſe, that eate 
1Shnd drinks it , ſceing it is the fleſh, 
15nd blood of God himlielfe, therfore 
it is ſaid in the 20. of As, yerſ. 28. 
that 


wild 


To the Lords Table. 65 


66 A preparatine Sermon, 
that God hath purchaſed his charch by ht, 
his one blood : no man therefore þy 
that is not a moſt vyretched infidel] Kc 
can deny , that this fleſh and blood {91 
of Chriſt, is able to giue eternall life bf 
to him that doth receaue it, and this, 
point is carefully to be marked of vs, þg 
becauſe the Apoſtle in the 1, Corint.þh; 
the yr. Chapt. ſheyving the reaſonh q 
why theCorinths incating theLordsþ jt 
ſupper, did eate vnyvyorthily, yea didþn, 
eate judgment vnto themſclues,dothjy, 
plainely ſhevy vs that it conſiſted in|; 
this, that they did net diſcerne the}; 
Lords body, vei{. the 29. for the ban-þy 
quet of the Lords ſupper, is-not ahe: 
baquet ofthe fleſh ofa meere man:þQ1 
but it is of the fleſh and biood, othn 
the cuerlaſting King, and Lord, off; 
heauenand catth , euen of the eter4j< 
nall God himſelfe , and therefore nOh «; 
maruel , that all thoſe, vyho eating 

| it 


| 


To the Lords Table, 65 
t, & not diſcerning it ſo,are counted 
puiltic of the body and blood of the 
ord. V Vee (ce then, vyhat com» 
ort yyec haue in the conſideration 
fthis point, tovvit , that God the 
ather hath ſealed Chriſt the man, 
o be the bread of eternall life, to all 
hat eate his fleſh , giuing vs full 
Turance heere by in all the teſtimo- 
ies, vyhich he hath ginen of him, 
nd all the vvorks yvhich hee hath 
'yrought by him, and all that hee 
th exetcdin his humanity,and in 
nat he nath made his humanity,the 
TPueriaſiing tabernacle of the God- 


oubte, but thathee itis, vvho not 
Inly is vvilling, but alſo able togive 
$ that food,that endures to eternall 
Aife.therfore lei vs come with bould-. 
es, 219d Ghearefullnes,and labour to 

be 


68 A preparatiue Serman,to the e+e, 
be pertakers of this fleſh and bloog 
of the Sonne of God , vvhich if vyc 
reccaue as vve ought, vve may 
be ſure our ſoules { hall 
neuer peril h. 
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